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Document A: Recollections of Stephen D. Lee, Confederate Soldier on the staff of General P.G.T. 

Beauregard at Ft. Sumter.    

This demand was delivered to Major Anderson at 3:45 P.M., by two aides of General Beauregard, James Chesnut, 

Jr., and myself. At 4:30 P.M. he handed us his reply, refusing to accede to the demand; but added, “Gentlemen, if 

you do not batter the fort to pieces about us, we shall be starved out in a few days.” The reply of Major Anderson 

was put in General Beauregard’s hands at 5:15 P.M., and he was also told of this informal remark. Anderson’s reply 

and remark were communicated to the Confederate authorities at Montgomery. The Secretary of War, L.P. Walker, 

replied to Beauregard as follows: 

“Do not desire needlessly to bombard Fort Sumter. If Major Anderson will state the time at which, as indicated by 

him, he will evacuate, and agree that in the meantime he will not use his guns against us, unless ours should be 

employed against Fort Sumter, you are authorized thus to avoid the effusion of blood. If this, or its equivalent, be 

refused, reduce the fort as your judgment decides to be most practicable.” 

The same aides bore a second communication to Major Anderson, based on the above instructions, which was 

placed in, his hands at 12:45 A.M., April 12th. His reply indicated that he would evacuate the fort on the 15th, 

provided he did not in the meantime receive contradictory instructions from his Government, or additional 

supplies… In accordance with their instructions, the aides read it and, finding it unsatisfactory, gave Major 

Anderson this notification: 

“FORT SUMTER, S.C., April 12, 1861, 3:20 A.M. - SIR: By authority of Brigadier-General Beauregard, 

commanding the Provisional Forces of the Confederate States, we have the honor to notify you that he will open the 

fire of his batteries on Fort Sumter in one hour from this time. We have the honor to be very respectfully, Your 

obedient servants, JAMES CHESNUT JR., Aide-de-camp. STEPHEN D. LEE, Captain C. S. Army, Aide-de-

camp.” … 

 On receiving it, [Anderson] was much affected. He seemed to realize the full import of the consequences, and the 

great responsibility of his position. Escorting us to the boat at the wharf, he cordially pressed our hands in farewell, 

remarking, “If we never meet in this world again, God grant that we may meet in the next.” 

 

Document B: Excerpt from New York Times, April 15, 1861 

Major ANDERSON stated that he surrendered his sword to Gen. BEAUREGARD as the representative of the 

Confederate Government. Gen. BEAUREGARD said he would not receive it from so brave a man. He says Major 

ANDERSON made a staunch fight, and elevated himself in the estimation of every true Carolinian. 

During the fire, when Major ANDERSON'S flagstaff was shot away, a boat put off from Morris Island, carrying 

another American flag for him to fight under -- a noteworthy instance of the honor and chivalry of South Carolina 

Seceders, and their admiration for a brave man. 

The scene in the city after the raising of the-flag of truce and the surrender is indescribable; the people were 

perfectly wild. Men on horseback rode through the streets proclaiming the news, amid the greatest enthusiasm. On 

the arrival of the officers from the fort they were marched through the streets, followed by an immense crowd, 

hurrahing, shouting, and yelling with excitement… 

Six vessels are reported off the bar, but the utmost indignation is expressed against them for not coming to the 

assistance of Major ANDERSON when he made signals of distress. 
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Document C: Written Exchange Between Ulysses S. Grant and S.B. Buckner 

 

HEADQUARTERS, Fort Donelson 

 February 16, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. U.S. GRANT,  

 Commanding U.S. Forces near Fort Donelson. 

 

SIR: In consideration of all the circumstances governing the present situation of affairs at this station I propose to 

the commanding officers of the Federal forces the appointment of commissioners to agree upon terms of 

capitulation of the forces and post under my command, and in that view suggest an armistice until 12 o’clock to-

day. 

 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

 S. B. BUCKNER,  

 Brigadier-General, C. S. Army. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY IN THE FIELD 

 Camp near Fort Donelson 

 February 16, 1862. 

General S. B. BUCKNER,  

 Confederate Army. 

 

        SIR: Yours of this date, proposing armistice and appointment of commissioners to settle terms of capitulation, 

is just received. No terms except unconditional and immediate surrender can be accepted. I propose to move 

immediately upon your works. 

 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

 U.S. GRANT,  

 Brigadier-General, Commanding. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

HEADQUARTERS, 

 Dover, Tenn. 

 February 16, 1862. 

Brig. Gen. U.S. GRANT,  

 U.S.A. 

 

        SIR: The distribution of the forces under my command incident to an unexpected change of commanders and 

the overwhelming force under your command compel me, notwithstanding the brilliant success of the Confederate 

arms yesterday, to accept the ungenerous and unchivalrous terms which you propose. 

 

I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 

 S. B. BUCKNER,  
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 Brigadier. General, C. S. Army. 


