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 Letter from Francisco Vazquez de Coronado to the King of Spain 
Sent from Tiguex on October 20, 1541 

{modern translation, excerpts edited for classroom use} 

HOLY CATHOLIC CAESARIAN MAJESTY: On April 20 of this year I wrote to Your Majesty from this 

province of Tiguex, in reply to a letter from Your Majesty dated in Madrid, June 11 a year ago. I gave a detailed 

account of this expedition, which the viceroy of New Spain ordered me to undertake in Your Majesty’s name…   

I described it all, and the sort of force I have, as Your Majesty 

had ordered me to relate in my letters; and stated that while I 

was engaged in the conquest and pacification of the natives of 

this province, some Indians who were natives of other 

provinces beyond these had told me that in their country there 

were much larger villages and better houses than those of the 

natives of this country, and that they had lords who ruled 

them, who were served with dishes of gold, and other very 

magnificent things; and although, as I wrote Your Majesty, I 

did not believe it before I had set eyes on it, because it was the 

report of Indians and given for the most part by means of signs, 

yet as the report appeared to me to be very fine and that it was important that it should be investigated for 

Your Majesty’s service, I determined to go and see it with the men I have here. I started from this province on 

the 23d of last April…  

After nine days’ march I reached some plains, so vast that I did not find their limit anywhere that I went, 

although I traveled over them for more than 300 leagues. And I found such a quantity of cows in these, of the 

kind that I wrote Your Majesty about, which they have in this country, that it is impossible to number them, 

for while I was journeying through these plains, until I returned to where I first found them, there was not a 

day that I lost sight of them.  

And after seventeen days’ march I came to a settlement of Indians who are called Querechos, who travel 

around with these cows, who do not plant, and who eat the raw flesh and drink the blood of the cows they 

kill, and they tan the skins of the cows, with which all the people of this country dress themselves here. They 

have little field tents made of the hides of the cows, tanned and greased, very well made, in which they live 

while they travel around near the cows, moving with these. They have dogs which they load, which carry 

their tents and poles and belongings. These people have the best figures of any that I have seen in the Indies. 

They could not give me any account of the country where the guides were taking me.  

I traveled five days more as the guides wished to lead me, until I reached some plains, with no more landmarks 

than as if we had been swallowed up in the sea, where they strayed about, because there was not a stone, nor a 

bit of rising ground, nor a tree, nor a shrub, nor anything to go by. There is much very fine pasture land, with 

good grass.  

And while we were lost in these plains, some horsemen who went off to hunt cows fell in with some Indians 

who also were out hunting, who are enemies of those that I had seen in the last settlement, and of another sort 

of people who are called Teyas; they have their bodies and faces all painted, are a large people like the others, 

of a very good build; they eat the raw flesh just like the Querechos, and live and travel round with the cows in 

the same way as these. I obtained from these an account of the country where the guides were taking me, 

which was not like what they had told me, because these made out that the houses there were not built of 

stones, with stories, as my guides had described it, but of straw and skins, and a small supply of corn there… 
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[I]t seemed to me best, in order to see if there was anything there of service to Your Majesty, to go forward 

with only 30 horsemen until I should be able to see the country, so as to give Your Majesty a true account of 

what was to be found in it… And with only the 30 horsemen whom I took for my escort, I traveled forty-two 

days after I left the force, living all this while solely on the flesh of the bulls and cows which we killed, at the 

cost of several of our horses… and going many days without water, and cooking the food with cow dung, 

because there is not any kind of wood in all these plains, away from the gullies and rivers, which are very few. 

It was the Lord’s pleasure that, after having journeyed across these deserts seventy-seven days, I arrived at the 

province they call Quivira, to which the guides were conducting me, and where they had described to me 

houses of stone, with many stories; and not only are they not of stone, but of straw, but the people in them are 

as barbarous as all those whom I have seen and passed before this; they do not have cloaks, nor cotton of which 

to make these, but use the skins of the cattle they kill, which they tan, because they are settled among these on 

a very large river… 

The people here are large. I had several Indians measured, and found that they were 10 palms in height; the 

women are well proportioned and their features are more like Moorish women than Indians. The natives here 

gave me a piece of copper which a chief Indian wore hung around his neck; I sent it to the viceroy of New 

Spain, because I have not seen any other metal in these parts except this and some little copper bells which I 

sent him, and a bit of metal which looks like gold. I do not know where this came from… 

The diversity of languages which exists in this country and my not having anyone who understood them, 

because they speak their own language in each village, has hindered me, because I have been forced to send 

captains and men in many directions to find out whether there was anything in this country which could be of 

service to Your Majesty. And although I have searched with all diligence I have not found or heard of 

anything, unless it be these provinces, which are a very small affair. 

The province of Quivira is 950 leagues from Mexico. Where I reached it, it is in the fortieth degree. The 

country itself is the best I have ever seen for producing all the products of Spain, for besides the land itself 

being very fat and black and being very well watered by the rivulets and springs and rivers, I found prunes like 

those of Spain and nuts and very good sweet grapes and mulberries.  

I have treated the natives of this province, and all the others whom I found wherever I went, as well as was 

possible, agreeably to what Your Majesty had commanded, and they have received no harm in any way from 

me or from those who went in my company. I remained 25 days in this province of Quivira, so as to see and 

explore the country and also to find out whether there was anything beyond which could be of service to Your 

Majesty, because the guides who had brought me had given me an account of other provinces beyond this.  

And what I am sure of is that there is not any gold nor any other metal in all that country, and the other things 

of which they had told me are nothing but little villages, and in many of these they do not plant anything and 

do not have any houses except of skins and sticks, and they wander around with the cows; so that the account 

they gave me was false, because they wanted to persuade me to go there with the whole force, believing that as 

the way was through such uninhabited deserts, and from the lack of water, they would get us where we and 

our horses would die of hunger… 

I have done all that I possibly could to serve Your Majesty and to discover a country where God Our Lord 

might be served and the royal patrimony of Your Majesty increased…  

Your Majesty’s humble servant and vassal, who would kiss the royal feet and hands:   

FRANCISCO VAZQUEZ CORONADO 


