Letter from Chief John Ross of the Cherokee to the U.S. Congress
(September 28, 1836)

By the stipulations of [the Treaty of New Echota], we are despoiled of our private
possessions, the indefeasible property of individuals. We are stripped of every
attribute of freedom and eligibility for legal self-defense. Our property may be
plundered before our eyes; violence may be committed on our persons; even our
lives may be taken away, and there is none to regard our complaints. We are
denationalized; we are disfranchised. We are deprived of membership in the

human family! We have neither land nor home, nor resting place that can be
called our own...

The instrument in question is not the act of our Nation; we are not parties to its
covenants; it has not received the sanction of our people. The makers of it sustain no office nor appointment in
our Nation, under the designation of Chiefs, Head men, or any other title, by which they hold, or could
acquire, authority to assume the reins of Government, and to make bargain and sale of our rights, our
possessions, and our common country... [W]e cannot but contemplate the enforcement of the stipulations of
this instrument on us, against our consent, as an act of injustice and oppression, which, we are well persuaded,
can never knowingly be countenanced by the Government and people of the United States; nor can we believe
it to be the design of these honorable and high-minded individuals, who stand at the head of the Govt., to bind
a whole Nation, by the acts of a few unauthorized individuals...

In truth, our cause is your own; it is the cause of liberty and of justice; it is based upon your own principles,
which we have learned from yourselves; for we have gloried to count your Washington and your Jefferson our
great teachers; we have read their communications to us with veneration; we have practiced their precepts
with success. And the result is manifest. The wildness of the forest has given place to comfortable dwellings
and cultivated fields, stocked with the various domestic animals. Mental culture, industrious habits, and
domestic enjoyments, have succeeded the rudeness of the savage state.

We have learned your religion also. We have read your Sacred books. Hundreds of our people have embraced
their doctrines, practiced the virtues they teach, cherished the hopes they awaken, and rejoiced in the
consolations which they afford. To the spirit of your institutions, and your religion, which has been imbibed
by our community, is mainly to be ascribed that patient endurance which has characterized the conduct of our
people, under the laceration of their keenest woes... We are, indeed, an afflicted people! Our spirits are
subdued! Despair has well nigh seized upon our energies!

But we speak to the representatives of a Christian country; the friends of justice; the patrons of the oppressed.
And our hopes revive, and our prospects brighten, as we indulge the thought. On your sentence, our fate is
suspended; prosperity or desolation depends on your word. To you, therefore, we look! Before your august
assembly we present ourselves, in the attitude of deprecation, and of entreaty. On your kindness, on your
humanity, on your compassion, on your benevolence, we rest our hopes. To you we address our reiterated
prayers. Spare our people! Spare the wreck of our prosperity! Let not our deserted homes become the
monuments of our desolation! But we forbear! We suppress the agonies which wring our hearts, when we look
at our wives, our children, and our venerable sires! We restrain the forebodings of anguish and distress, of
misery and devastation and death, which must be the attendants on the execution of this ruinous compact.
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